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compelled inmates to clean toilets with their tongues. Done apparently in
an organized and conspiratorial fashion, inmates were forced to choose
between eating their food off of floors or providing sexual favors to
guards." The abusers face a combined 23 state criminal charges. The FBI
and U.S. Attorney are reportedly looking into civil rights violations
connected to these cases.

Charges Filed in Florida Boot Camp Death

Seven former juvenile boot camp guards and a nurse were charged with
aggravated manslaughter in the death of 14-year-old Martin Lee Anderson,
who collapsed in the exercise yard at the Bay County sheriff's boot camp

in Panama City, Florida on January 5, 2005. Anderson was beaten by guards
who said he was uncooperative and refused to continue participating in

boot camp intake exercises. Anderson's death was captured on videotape.

Initially, the medical examiner's autopsy claimed Anderson died of

complications from sickle cell, a usually benign blood disorder in blacks.

However, a second autopsy ruled Anderson suffocated due to the guards'
actions. Anderson's death caused the state's top law enforcement officer

I to resign and the military-style boot camp's elimination. The Associated

Press.

Deadly Restraint

Officers said Paul Choy, a 5' 4", fifteen-year-old, refused to comply with
punishment for failing to finish a five-mile run (2-4-92). Choy was
restrained by two staff members with a choke hold for ten minutes. When
the officers released their hold, Choy was no longer breathing.

A nurse trained to identify signs of sexual assault observed injuries
consistent with anal rape. "His was the first such case to come to my
attention. Now, I've lost count of the number of children killed by
suffocation in custodial settings. Yes, I said ‘suffocation.' I know the
preferred euphemism here is ‘accidental restraint-related death.' But out
of respect for the victims and for the English language, I opt to use the
other word."
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Charged with abuses dating from October 2004, the former assistant

superintendent at TYC's West Texas State School was indicted on two counts

of improper relationship with students and two counts of improper sexual
activity with a person in custody. The former principal was indicted on
one count of sexual assault, nine counts of improper sexual activity with
a person in custody and nine counts of improper relationship between a
student and an educator.

Amidst headlines of a crackdown on illegal sexual encounters between
agency employees and their charges, a halfway house employee in Fort
Worth, Texas was arrested (4-25-07) and accused of trying to entice a girl
to perform oral sex. On April 30, health services auditors disclosed that

a rape at a state youth lockup was not reported or followed up, along with
myriads of other problems ranging from delayed treatment to lack of
psychiatric care.

Then came this bomb shell, superintendent of the high-security juvenile
prison, Evins Regional Juvenile Center in Edinburg, Texas was fired
(4-29-07) amid allegations of inmate abuse. Texas continues to be a
"hellhole of abuse" for youth even after Morales. State officials have
opened 27 investigations into inmate complaints of abuse at Evins.

A US Attorney's report said that the prison's high levels of violence,
overcrowding, and an inadequate number of guards violated inmates'
constitutional rights. Inmate-on-inmate assaults were five times the
national average for a comparable facility.

News You Use
When Kids Get Life

In 1992, the US ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, which requires that juvenile imprisonment focus on rehabilitation.
However, the US reserved the right to sentence juveniles to life without
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